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These students set an example for respon-

sible American citizens and scholars. They are
a great asset to their families, the Second
Congressional District, the State of Mis-
sissippi, and this Nation. I wish them the best
of luck at the national finals.
f

HONORING BERTHA DAUBENDIEK

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a dear friend of our environment,
Ms. Bertha Daubendiek. On Saturday, April
19, as part of Michigan’s Earth Day activities,
Ms. Daubendiek will be recognized and hon-
ored for her longtime accomplishments in
working to preserve our precious natural re-
sources.

After graduating with honors from Grinnell
College in 1938, Bertha Daubendiek made
Michigan her home, and made activism and
voluntarism her new calling. In 1970, her ac-
tivities prompted both chambers of the Michi-
gan legislature to acknowledge her as one of
the States’s premier volunteers. As her inter-
est turned to the environment, her commit-
ment to community increased as well. In 1979,
Ms. Daubendiek received the Detroit News’
Michiganian of the Year Award for her work in
the completion of 50 nature preservation
projects. In 1994, Ms. Daubendiek was in-
ducted into the Michigan women’s Hall of
Fame.

Some of Ms. Daubendiek’s most significant
work has been as founder and executive di-
rector of the Michigan Nature Association.
This unique group of individuals have banded
together and created preserves in 51 of Michi-
gan’s 83 counties, enhancing the State’s natu-
ral beauty. They have performed this task
without using a penny of taxpayer funds. In
addition to this, Ms. Daubendiek is the author
of Michigan’s natural beauty road law. Passed
in 1970, the law is responsible for the preser-
vation of more than 800 miles or roadside
habitat.

If you drive around the great State of Michi-
gan, you may notice new license plates on
some of our automobiles that display the say-
ing, ‘‘Great Lakes Splendor.’’ I believe this
statement is true because of the efforts of
people like Bertha Daubendiek.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor and
pleasure for me to rise today to pay tribute to
a true environmental hero, Bertha
Daubendiek. She is an inspiration to me and
countless others who work to protect our pre-
cious environment.
f

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1362—VET-
ERANS MEDICARE REIMBURSE-
MENT DEMONSTRATION ACT OF
1997

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I have
joined with Congressman STUMP, many of the
Republican and all of the Democratic mem-

bers of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee to in-
troduce the Veterans Medicare Reimburse-
ment Demonstration Act of 1997. This strong
show of support by so many members of the
committee clearly indicates the high priority
my colleagues and I give this legislation.

For some time our committee has been ex-
ploring the intra-government transfer, or sub-
vention, from Medicare to VA. This year the
committee began the process at the urging of
veterans and the Veterans Health Administra-
tion. Veterans wanted to gain access to the
veterans health care system. VA felt it was in
their best interest to explore nonappropriated
funding as a growing part of their resource
base.

VA has submitted a budget during this ses-
sion of Congress that identified VA collecting
and keeping funding from the Medicare trust
funds for treatment of certain Medicare-eligible
veterans. This is a critical part of the strategy
VA has outlined for its future. The Independ-
ent Budget, an assessment of veterans pro-
grams’ resource needs written by four of the
major veterans’ service organizations and
sponsored by many more, also endorses the
concept of using Medicare funds in VA.

I am convinced the Veterans Medicare Re-
imbursement Demonstration Act of 1997 we
are introducing today offers the best and the
most risk-free way of exploring the viability of
this funding option for both VA and for Medi-
care. This bill does not propose VHA develop
a new managed care system tailored to treat-
ing a new population of veterans. Instead, it
provides VA the opportunity to offer the serv-
ices it has available to treat aging veterans
who might not otherwise receive this care.
This will allow VA to limit its care responsibility
for new veterans to the services and capabili-
ties that it has available right now.

In addition, the demonstration project au-
thorized by this legislation is time- and site-
limited. There are additional safeguards in
place to ensure that the Medicare trust fund
will not spend any additional funding for veter-
ans who choose VA as a health care provider.

The veterans that this bill will affect are
lower and middle-income veterans—some of
whom have lost access to VA health care
services as constrained resources have com-
pelled VA to stop treating so-called discre-
tionary veterans. VA will receive no funding
from Medicare for veterans who are receiving
care in VA medical centers today.

We believe that our bill creates opportunities
for everyone involved to benefit. The Medicare
trust funds have a chance to save money be-
cause VA will discount Medicare’s rates for
providing care to the new Medicare-eligible
veterans it will treat. Specifically, Medicare
would receive a mandatory 5-percent discount
on its reimbursement for services provided to
eligible veterans in VA. For this reason, it is
our strong view that this bill will produce sav-
ings for the Medicare trust funds.

VA will benefit by opening its doors to care
for new veterans. Most importantly, veterans
will benefit by having a new choice of health
care provider.

I hope that my colleagues will view this bill,
not just as a bill good for veterans, but as an
opportunity to help preserve Medicare for
older Americans as well.

TRIBUTE TO TUFTS UNIVERSITY
TUFTONIA’S DAY 1997, APRIL 21,
1997

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Tufts University in Medford, MA and
to honor the more than 78,000 alumni who
this Monday, April 21, 1997, will turn their at-
tention to their alma mater in celebration of
the 13th annual Tuftonia’s Day.

Tuftonia’s Day is a gathering of students,
alumni, professors, administrators, and par-
ents to celebrate the achievements of the
Tufts community. This community extends not
only to the campuses in Medford, Boston, and
Grafton, MA, but also as far away as the cam-
pus abroad in Talloires, France. Students and
graduates of Tufts live in more than 100 coun-
tries around the world. Tufts is truly a world-
class institution of higher education. Tufts Uni-
versity strives to instill in all its students, from
undergraduate through the professional de-
gree program, the importance of volunteerism
and the need to give something back to one’s
community.

For this reason the focus of this year’s
Tuftonia’s Day is again TuftServe. The pur-
pose of this is to highlight and show apprecia-
tion for the volunteer work that the alumni of
Tufts have contributed to their local commu-
nities. In fact, Tufts alumni logged over
218,915 hours of community service last year.
This outstanding record should stand as an in-
spiration to us all. I congratulate the alumni of
Tufts University for their commitment to the
community and loyalty to their alma mater.
f

TAX LIMITATION CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 15, 1997

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
voice my opposition to House Joint Resolution
62 as it was considered on the floor of the
House of Representatives earlier this week.
Although the House considered related legisla-
tion, House Joint Resolution 159, during the
104th Congress, the differences between
these two measures is substantial. House
Joint Resolution 159 would have required a
supermajority in Congress to approve any bill
which would raise Federal revenue. This year,
however, the House leadership decided to in-
clude an exception to this rule. While I agree
there may have been a need to provide for ex-
emptions to the supermajority requirement, I
believe the leadership should have excluded
measures which would close tax loopholes or
eliminate corporate welfare provisions from the
Internal Revenue Code. Unfortunately, House
Joint Resolution 62 did not address either of
these possibilities.

Instead, the resolution was specifically al-
tered to allow for a change in the Tax Code
which would overwhelmingly benefit the
wealthiest 1 percent of families in the United
States. The night before this measure was
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considered on the floor, Members of the
House leadership drafted language which
would, in effect, exempt legislation designed to
modify capital gains tax rates.

As a result, House Joint Resolution 62
would have made it more difficult for Congress
to cut out corporate welfare, while making it
easier to enact tax programs that would dis-
proportionately benefit the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. When House Joint Resolution 159 was
considered during the 104th Congress, it did
not contain this glaring inequity, and I was
able to support it. However, this is clearly not
the same initiative we considered a year ago.

I believe it is crucial that Members of Con-
gress commit themselves to eliminating the
budget deficit and crafting a fair and equitable
Tax Code. Certainly, an income tax hike is no
way to accomplish these goals. House Joint
Resolution 62, as it was first drafted, was a
well-intentioned initiative, designed to protect
the American public from such an increase.
However, in the end, it became a disfunc-
tional, inequitable measure which could have
obstructed our path toward these objectives. I
am pleased the House defeated this measure,
and I urge my colleagues to turn their atten-
tion to eliminating unwarranted revenue sub-
sidies and putting our Nation’s financial house
in order.
f

SALUTE TO CLEVE MCDOWELL

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the late Dr. Cleve McDowell who was
born to the late Mr. and Mrs. Fudge McDowell
on August 6, 1941, in Drew, MS. Dr.
McDowell departed this life on Thursday,
March 13, 1997, leaving a proud legacy as a
mentor, civil rights leader, and community ac-
tivist.

He received his early education in the Drew
(MS) Public School system where he served
as class president, editor of the school news-
paper, captain of the debating team, and a
member of several varsity sports teams.

Dr. McDowell was an honor graduate of
Jackson State University in 1963, and had
done further study on the graduate level dur-
ing the 1970’s. While at Jackson State Univer-
sity, he worked as a student assistant under
the last Medgar Evers (1962–63). He became
the first African-American student to attend a
white graduate school in Mississippi by enroll-
ing in the University of Mississippi Law School
with the aid of a Federal Court Order and the
U.S. Army troops in June 1963. He later en-
rolled in Texas Southern University Law
School in Houston, TX, where he became
president of the Student Bar Association and
received several merit awards. He later
worked on the field staff for the Mississippi
State Conference (1964). Dr. McDowell left
the Mississippi Field Staff to join the staff of
the Chicago Branch of the NAACP and served
on committees of the National Youth Work
Committee of the NAACP, where he worked in
employment, voter education registration, fund
raising, and community development.

He served as staff consultant to the Cook
County Department of Public Aid (Chicago).
He also served as personnel director-program

analyst for Coahoma Opportunities, Inc., of
Clarksdale, MS. In April 1969, McDowell
joined the Mississippi Head Start Training Co-
ordinating Council as its executive director. In
October 1973, he joined the Governor’s Office
of Human Resources and OEO as the Head
Start coordinator for the State of Mississippi.
In May 1974, McDowell became associate di-
rector of the Mississippi Bar Legal Services
Program where he served until he started his
private practice of law in Drew, MS, in 1975.
In addition, he served as managing attorney
for the North Mississippi Rural Legal Services
in Clarksdale, MS, from 1977 to 1979; served
as a member of the Mississippi State Peniten-
tiary Board of Directors (1971–76); and was
elected to serve as Tunica County Judge
(1978–82).

He was a member of the Mississippi State
Bar Association, the American Bar Associa-
tion, and the Magnolia Bar Association. He
was admitted to practice in the Northern and
Southern United States District Courts, Fifth
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals and the Eleventh
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals.

Dr. McDowell was an active member of Ep-
silon Xi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity and was worshipful master of Drew
Lodge No. 6 of the Most Worshipful Stringer
Masonic Grand Lodge (Prince Hall) of Mis-
sissippi. He was also a member of the Knights
Templars Royal Arch, a 32d Degree, and
Shriner Masonic units.

Dr. McDowell was the senior pastor of the
Greater Holly Grove Missionary Baptist
Church of Drew, MS, and chairman of the
Sunflower County, Democratic Party. He also
served as the public defender for Sunflower
County, MS. He was also a former member of
the board of alderman and past vice-mayor of
the city of Drew, MS.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and the
civil rights community in saluting Dr. Cleve
McDowell for his outstanding contributions to
this Nation.
f

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, over the past two
decades, college tuition costs have sky-
rocketed by over 200 percent while median
household income increased by just 82 per-
cent.

Increasing college tuition has caused many
students to rely more and more on college
loans and other forms of aid to finance their
way through college. The average student
loan has risen from $518 in 1980 to $2,417 in
1995. In total, student loan debt has reached
an all time high of $24 billion.

Education is a high priority, and we have to
find other ways to finance it besides sinking
our children into debt. That’s why I am intro-
ducing this bill that would allow families to ex-
clude from income tax any educational assist-
ance provided by their employers toward the
education of their children.

Several companies have already taken the
lead in providing this kind of assistance. for
example, General Motors [GM], Ford Motor
Co., Chrysler Corp., and the United Auto
Workers [UAW] have developed the Scholar-

ship Program for Dependent Children. Under
GM’s program, the auto maker will provide up
to $1,000 annually in tuition assistance for
each dependent child of active, retired, or de-
ceased GM workers who are pursuing post-
secondary education or training.

We need to encourage this kind of em-
ployer-employee partnership to meet the
needs of working Americans without expand-
ing the size of Government. This legislation
would do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor this bill and support employer-em-
ployee cooperation in education.
f

MINNECHAUG GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM WINS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the Minnechaug Re-
gional High School girls basketball team on
winning the Massachusetts Division I cham-
pionship.

Throughout the season, these young wom-
en’s positive attitude distinguished them from
their competition. On the way to 23 victories
and only 2 defeats, their teamwork, selfless-
ness, and the courage to never give up, pro-
pelled their success. Game after game, they
rallied to victory after disappointing starts. This
is the hallmark of a championship team.

In winning their first State championship,
first western Massachusetts championship,
and the first championship by any western
Massachusetts team in 4 years, I commend
them. This is a milestone achievement. I hope
that the members of the team, coach Dave
Yelle, and the Minnechaug Regional High
School community know that all of us in the
second district join them in taking pride in their
season. Congratulations, Falcons.
f

KILDEE SALUTES CESAR CHAVEZ
AWARDS CEREMONY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you
today to pay tribute to an outstanding leader,
whose efforts have helped improve the lives of
all Hispanics. Cesar Chavez has been immor-
talized in my home town of Flint, MI.

On April 19, 1997, the Labor Council for
Latin American Advancement Flint/Genesee
Chapter will hold the Third Annual Cesar Cha-
vez Awards Ceremony. The day will begin
with a ‘‘March for Justice’’ which will take
place on Cesar Chavez Drive in Flint, MI. The
march will pay tribute to 20,000 strawberry
workers and also honor the memory of Cesar
Chavez and the 10th anniversary of the nam-
ing of Cesar Chavez Drive in Flint, MI.

It is with great pride and admiration that I
will honor Cesar Chavez and the legacy he
has left behind for all Americans to follow.
Cesar Chavez fought for many of the same
ideals and human rights that I have fought for
during my tenure in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Cesar Chavez worked selflessly
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